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Army Again in the Market for Canned Foods 

The War Department is advertising for bids, to be opened 
August 9, on canned fruits and vegetables to be delivered f.o.b. 
docks at Fort Mason, San Francisco, Calif., Portland, Ore., or 
Seattle, Wash., in time to reach consuming stations in Califor- 
nia, to which they will be shipped, on or before September 25, 
1927. 

Among the articles on which bids are asked are apri- 
cots, No. 24% and No. 10 cans; asparagus, No. 24% cans; beans, 
(with pork), No. 1 and No. 2 cans; beans, (string), No. 2 and 
No. 10 cans; beets, No. 244 cans; catsup, (tomato), pint bottles 
and No. 10 cans; cherries, sweet, No. 2! cans; corn, cream 
style, No. 2 and No. 10 cans; jam, asserted, No. 2 cans; jelly, 
assorted, No. 2 cans; mushrooms, 8-0z. cans; olives, green, 
pickled, pint bottles; oysters, No. 2 cans; peaches, No. 2'% and 
No. 10 cans; pears, No. 2'% and No. 10 cans; peas, No. 2 and 
No. 10 cans; pineapple, No. 24% and No. 10 cans; preserves, 
strawberry, No. 24% cans; pumpkin, No. 244 and No. 10 cans; 
salmon, No. 1 cans; sardines, No. 4 cans; shrimp, No. 1144 
cans; soups, (assorted) No. 1 cans; spinach, No. 21% cans. 

Canners wishing to submit bids on the above articles should 
secure copy of circular No, 28-15-Subs. from the Quartermaster 
Supply Officer, Fort Mason, San Francisco, California. 


Navy Desires Bids on Canned Foods 


On August 30, 1927, bids will be opened by the Navy De- 
partment on 1,800,000 pounds of canned string beans to be de- 
livered as follows: 160,000 pounds, Navy Yard, Boston, Mass.; 
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200,000 pounds, Naval Supply Depot, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 80,000 
pounds, Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pa.; 600,000 pounds, Naval 
Supply Depot, Hampton Roads, Va.; 400,000 pounds, Navy 
Yard, Mare Island, Calif.; and 360,000 pounds, Navy Yard, 
Puget Sound, Wash. Canners wishing to submit bids on the 
above should secure Schedule No. 7543 from the Bureau of Sup- 
plies and Accounts, Navy. Department, Washington, D. C. 

On the same date, under Schedule No. 7540, the Navy De- 
partment will open bids on 1,700,000 pounds of assorted jams 
in No. 10 cans, to be delivered as follows: 120,000 pounds, 
Navy Yard, Boston, Mass.; 200,000 pounds, Naval Supply De- 
pot, Brooklyn, New York; 80,000 pounds, Navy Yard, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; 500,000 pounds, Naval Supply Depot, Hampton 
Roads, Va.; 400,000 pounds, Navy Yard, Mare Island, Calif.; 
and 400,000 pounds, Navy Yard, Puget Sound, Washington. 


Pacific Coast Freight Rates 

By a decision of the Interstate Commerce Commission in 
the Pacific Coast Fourth Section Applications, relief has been 
granted to the Southern Pacific, Santa Fe, and Union Pacific 
Railroads, which will enable them to establish or continue class 
and commodity rates between San Francisco and other Califor- 
nia points and Portland and other Oregon, Washington and 
Idaho points, lower than to intermediate points, subject to cer- 
tain conditions. 

These include rates on canned foods between San Francisco 
and Portland, Los Angeles or San Pedro and Portland, and Se- 
attle and San Francisco. 

The report may be identified as “The Pacific Coast Fourth 
Section Applications, Southern Pacific, Santa Fe, and Union 
Pacific Systems.” 

On July 27th, the Interstate Commerce Commission heard 
formal arguments in reference to Investigation and Suspension 
Docket No. 2909, involving reduction of east-bound freight rates 
on canned foods from the Pacific Coast, proposed by western 
railroads. The rate reductions are opposed by certain steam- 
ship and barge lines. 

The Canners League of California and the Association of 
Hawaiian Pineapple Canners are anxious to secure an early 
decision on this case, leaving aside entirely the question of 
whether the proposed rates are justified or not. At their re- 
quest Mr. Spencer Gordon, of Covington, Burling & Rublee, 
General Counsel for this Association, made an oral statement 
before the Commission, requesting prompt action by the Com- 
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mission and showing the serious effects on the industry that 


would result from long-continued uncertainty regarding these 
rates. 


Acreage Estimate for Sweet Corn, Tomatoes and Snap Beans 
The following figures are taken from a preliminary esti- 
mate of the 1927 acreage of sweet corn, tomatoes and snap 
beans, as issued by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, on July 20th: 


Sweer Corn FOR MANUFACTURE 
Preliminary 


Wisconsin 


TOMATOES FOR MANUFACTURE 


1926 
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SNAP BEANS FOR MANUPACTURE 
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Condition of Certain Canning Crops 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture has issued a state- 
ment of the comparative condition of snap beans, sweet corn 
and tomatoes for manufacturing purposes on July 15, as com- 
pared with July 1, 1927, and July 15, 1926. 


Snap Beans | Se Corn Tomatoes 
Krau 


July July. July July July (July July 
DIsTRICT 15 15 
1927 1926 1927 1928 | 1987 1927 1926 11927 1927 1926 


New England, 


N. Y.N.J.&Pa. 86 81 79 |89 93 89 69 71 14 
Del., Md. & Va...74 82 69 |.. .. .. |65 68 80 
Middle West .... 77 72 81 90 90 84 '70 78 81 


Colo., Utah & 
Pacific Coast 88 86 76 88 


Freight Rate Decision 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has published its de- 
cision that commodity rates on canned foods in carloads from 
points in Illinois Freight Association and Central territories to 
Memphis, New Orleans and other points in the lower Missis- 
sippi Valley are not unjust or unreasonable, and has dismissed 
the complaint. 

However, the Commission did find that such rates from 
certain points in Wisconsin to lower Mississippi Valley points 
are unreasonable and fixed a reasonable basis for future rates. 

The case may be identified as I. C. C. No. 17776, National 
Canners Association et al vs. Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
pany et al. Although this Association appears in the title as 
one of the complainants, it withdrew from the case before the 
hearings were completed, in accordance with the decision of its 
Board of Directors. 


Freight Car Loadings 


The loadings of revenue freight for the week ended July 
16th, amounted to 1,016,782 cars, according to reports of the 
American Railway Association. 


This was an increase of 177,474 cars above the preceding 
week, due in part to the observance of the Fourth of July dur- 
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ing that week. Compared with the same week last year, the 

total for the week of July 16th showed a decrease of 59,590 cars. 
All districts report decreases in the total loading of all com- 

modities compared with the corresponding period in 1926. 


Canned Food Exports 
Exports of canned foods during the first six months of 
1927, as compared with the same period in 1926, showed in- 
creases in meats, vegetables and fruits, and decrease in dairy 


products. Following are the figures as compiled by the De- 
partment of Commerce: 


Six Months Ended June 
1926 1927 


Total canned meats 8,299,969 9,314,719 
$ 2,802,118 8,283,912 
Total dairy products 70,727,739 65,075,762 
EY 10,357,457 9,602,134 
Total canned vegetables 28,957,986 $2,854,511 


2,848,378 3,048,435 
Total canned fruits 56,128,068 102,748,795 


Canned Salmon b 26,937,374 
4,115,563 
Canned Sardines . ‘ 45,651,930 
8,947,539 

8,450,698 

487,133 858,186 

16,744,636 32,041,842 

2,780,322 
29,220,831 
,856,067 
16,209,082 
1,587,199 


Canned Tomato Stocks 


Following is a copy of the final report on tomato statistics 
issued on July 28th, by Mr. M. L. Toulme, Secretary of the Na- 
tional Wholesale Grocers Association : 

“This circular reports the replies received from the forms 
sent out on June 29 requesting wholsale grocers to file, as of 
July 1, stocks on hand and in transit of canned tomatoes. It 
should be remembered that the stocks reported herewith are 
from only a number of representative wholesale grocers and 
that they do not include figures from canners, brokers, retailers, 
chain stores or other factors producing, distributing or storing 
canned tomatoes. 
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“546 representative wholsale grocers forwarded replies. 
Thomas’ Directory lists 4275 wholesale grocers, classed as “A’ 
and “B.” This is the list to which the inquiry of June 29 was 
forwarded. It is assumed that the wholesale grocers replying 
to this questionnaire are, on the average, more important fac- 
tors in the trade than the general run. The figures in detail: 


Reported no Stocks Reported Stocks Cases Reported 


No. 2—Standards 90 456 224,545 

Be Extra Standards 296 250 113,826 
bee Fancy 338 208 25,128 
Total. . 363,499 


“No. 2 tomato pack: The National Canners’ Ass'n reports 
that 6,976,443 cases were packed in 1926, no information being 
available regarding number of cases by grades. 


No. 2%—Standards 323 223 72,835 
Extra Standards 391 155 72,164 

Fancy 411 135 25,949 

Total. .170,948 


“No. 244 tomato pack: The National Canners’ Ass’n reported 
that 2,488,494 cases were packed in 1926, no information being 
available regarding number of cases by grades. 


No. 3—Standards 309 237 51,077 
Extra Standards 388 158 38,329 
7. Fancy 419 127 11,607 


Total. . 101,013 


: “No. 3 tomato pack: The National Canners’ Ass’n reported 
: that 1,557,590 cases were packed in 1926, no information being 
available regarding number of cases by grades. 


No. 10—Standards 291 255 28,884 
Extra Standards 385 161 18,282 
Fancy 450 96 9,567 


Total.. 56,733 
Grand Total. .692,193 
“No. 10 tomato pack: The Natioal Canners’ Ass'n reported 
that 1,654,278 cases were packed in 1926, no information being 
available regarding number of cases by grades. 
“This report is sent simultaneously to members, non-mem- 
bers who cooperated in returning the form, the grocery trade 
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press, the canning trade press, allied trade associations, the De- 
partment of Commerce and the Federal Reserve Board at Wash- 
ington.” 


Unfair Trade Practices Ordered Discontinued 

The Federal Trade Commission has just issued an order 
to a manufacturer and producer of widely advertised brands of 
coffee, requiring him to discontinue attempts to control prices 
at which his products are sold to the retail trade. 

The particular practices which are referred to as objection- 
able in the order are as follows: 

“Entering into contracts, agreements or understandings 
with jobbers, or any of them, that respondent's products are 
to be resold by such jobbers at prices specified or designated 
by respondent, 

“Procuring either directly or indirectly from jobbers prom- 
ises or assurances that the prices specified or designated by re- 
spondent will be observed by such jobbers. 

“Requesting jobbers to report the names of other jobbers 
who fail to. observe the resale prices specified or designated by 
respondent and acting upon reports so obtained by refusing or 
threatening to refuse to sell its products to jobbers so reported. 

“Procuring through the cooperation of its jobber customers 
promises and assurances from retail dealers that such dealers 
will observe and maintain the resale prices to consumers de- 
termined upon and suggested by respondent for its products. 

“Utilizing any other equivalent cooperative methods of ac- 
complishing the maintenance and observance of resale prices 
specified or designated by respondent for its products.” 


Hand Book of Labor Information 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. 8. Department of Labor, 
has just issued a Hand Book of Labor Statistics, which is a di- 
vest of all the important material regarding labor conditions in 
the United States which has been published by the Bureau in 
recent years. While most of the material contained in the vol- 
ume has already been published, the information has been re- 
arranged and revised to adapt it for a book of reference. 


Fig and Apricot Varieties in Palestine 
The Department of Commerce has received from the Amer- 
ican Trade Commissioner at Rome a report on the varieties of 
fiys and apricots grown in Palestine. 
Figs are grown mostly for use as fresh figs or for drying. 
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Figs grown for drying are either black or white in color and 
the comparative advantages or disadvantages of each variety 
are indicated. 

A brief description of five varieties of apricots is given, and 
the use for which each variety is particularly adapted. Can- 
ners interested can secure the loan of copies of this report by 
application to the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, or to any of the branch offices of the 
Department. 

Canning in Canada 

According to the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of For- 
eign and Domestic Commerce, the Minister of Trade and Com- 
merce in Canada has published a report covering the fruit and 
vegetable packing industry in Canada for 1925. This report 
shows that the total value of Canadian canned fruits and vege- 
tables in 1925 was $15,944,468. The Province of Ontario pro- 
duced about 75‘; of the total. Tomatoes, corn, peas, and baked 
beans comprise most of the vegetables canned, while pears, ap- 
ples, peaches and raspberries make about three-fourths of the 
total canned fruit packed. 


The report is available to any interested American firm 


upon application to any of the district or cooperative offices of 
the Bureau. 
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